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PORTER, DAVID RITTENHOUSE (Oct.
31, i788-Aug. 6,1867), statesman and iron man-
ufacturer, father of Horace Porter [g.z/.], was
born near Norristown, Pa., the son of Andrew
Porter [q.v.~\ and Elizabeth (Parker) Porter.
He attended Norristown Academy and after his
father's appointment as surveyor-general of the
state accompanied him to Harrisburg as a clerk
and remained there until 1812. At the same time
he studied law but his health failed and it was
necessary for him to abandon his studies. He
therefore moved to West Township, Huntingdon
County, to learn the business of making iron. He
spent a year as a clerk at Dorsey's Iron Works
on Spruce Creek and then was made manager.
Later, in partnership with Edward Patton, he
purchased in 1814 the Sligo Iron Works in the
same county and operated them until the firm
failed in 1819. He then resumed the study of
law with Edward Shippen at Huntingdon, but
was never admitted to the bar. At this time he
also owned several farms and introduced a fine
breed of horses and cattle into this section. In
1819 he was sent from Huntingdon County as a
member of the House of Representatives of
Pennsylvania and was reflected in 1820 and
1822. On Dec. 23, 1823, he was appointed pro-
thonotary and clerk of the several courts of Hun-
tingdon County, and on Feb. 16, 1827, was also
appointed to the offices of recorder of deeds and
register of wills. On Jan. 2, 1836, he was elected
to the Senate of Pennsylvania where he made
sufficient reputation as a leader to become the
Democratic candidate for the governorship
against Joseph Ritner in 1838. He was elected
for the term extending from January 1839 to
January 1842 and was reflected in 1841 over
John Bamks, his Whig competitor, for the term
extending from January 1842 to January 1845.
The outstanding accomplishments of Porter's
administrations were the upholding of the state
credit through extraordinary means when a large
faction advocated debt repudiation; the forcing
of the state banks to resume specie payments in
1840; the suppression of the anti-Catholic riots
in Philadelphia in 1844; the attempts to restrict
the spread of corporations, and the abolition of
imprisonment for debt His administrations
were characterized by constant conflicts with
the legislature as he resisted the encroachments
of that branch of the government on his own
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prerogatives. On this account he made political
enemies who, in 1842, went so far as to make an
unsuccessful attempt to impeach him. He retired
from office in 1845, largely estranged from his
party, chiefly because his manufacturing inter-
ests were in conflict with the party's views on
the protective tariff question. Recognizing the
possibilities of using anthracite coal in manufac-
turing iron, he erected at Harrisburg an anthra-
cite iron furnace which was one of the first to be
built in that part of the state and which was
used as a model for numerous other furnaces.
He was a close friend of President Buchanan,
who often visited him, and was also intimate
with Gen. Sam Houston of Texas, with whom
he was associated in an unsuccessful attempt to
finance the construction of a railroad through
Texas to the Pacific Coast just prior to the out-
break of the Civil War. He married Josephine
McDermett in 1820. He died at Harrisburg, Pa.,
in his seventy-ninth year.
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PORTER, EBENEZER (Oct. 5, 1772-Apr. 8,
1834), Congregational clergyman, educator, the
son of Thomas and Abigail (Howe) Porter, was
born in Cornwall, Conn. He was descended from
Thomas Porter who died at Farmington in 1697.
His early life was moulded by the religious at-
mosphere and the high moral principles of his
home. Prepared for college by private instruc-
tors, he entered Dartmouth College in 1788 and
was graduated with distinction in 1792. He then
taught school for several months in Washington,
Conn., where he made a profession of religion
and joined the Congregational church. Feeling
called to the ministry, he prepared therefor un-
der the instruction of Dr. John Smalley of Ber-
lin, Conn., and became pastor of the Congre-
gational church in Washington, Conn., being
ordained Sept. 6, 1796. In May of the following
year he married Lucy Pierce Merwin. His min-
istry was marked by growth in the membership
of his church and in the intellectual interest and
moral character of the young people of his con-
gregation. Under the strain of his parish work
and a religious revival his health became im-
paired and he was compelled to rest for nearly a
year. After thirteen years' service, he resigned
his parish, and of the several new opportunities
offered him, accepted the invitation to become